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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
B1a 54 17.6 5 30 58.6 93.1
B1b 54 12.3 3.3 20 61.7 93.1
B2a 23 17.7 5 30 59 39.7
B2b 23 10.4 5.4 20 52.2 39.7
B3a 19 18.2 6.3 30 60.7 32.8
B3b 19 10.2 3.9 20 51.1 32.8
B4a 20 15.3 6.4 30 51.2 34.5
B4b 19 7.1 4.4 20 35.5 32.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION B 


Studies in the New Testament 
To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided by the chief examiner.  


What follows is the knowledge base according to which marks are to be allocated as 
described in the generic level descriptors 


 
Q.1 (a) Examine the worship practices of the early Christian community in 


Jerusalem. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  The worship appears to have been influenced by: 
 


  (i) The Pentecost experience: unmistakable manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence, e.g. speaking with tongues, prophecy, signs and 
wonders, including healing. 


 


  (ii) Judaism: the first Christians were Jews; they continued to gather in 
the Temple for daily prayer.  They ‘devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers’, which reflects the worship conducted in the synagogues of 
the time, where Jews gathered to receive instruction in the Scriptures 
from their elders.  The apostles interpreted the Scriptures to proclaim 
their belief in Jesus as the promised Messiah.  As they could not 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the Temple, it seems that they 
gathered there for daily prayer and on the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) 
and then again elsewhere on Sunday to break bread. 


 
 (b) ‘The early Christian community was a united community’. 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  For 
  It was united in its beliefs (the apostles’ teaching) its worship practices 


(baptism, the breaking of bread, the prayers) its communal life; its connection 
with Judaism.  It was a community of fellowship, a happy community and a 
community of people whom others liked. 


 
  Against 
  There were tensions: 
 


  (i) With Judaism: Christianity believed that Jesus was the Messiah; 
Judaism did not. 


 


  (ii) Within the community itself, e.g. between those who voluntarily 
submitted to its discipline (e.g. Barnabas) and those who resisted (e.g. 
Ananias and Sapphira) between Jerusalem Jews (Hebrews) and 
Greek Jews (Hellenists). 


  
















Sticky Note

The response is strong on Judaistic elements in early Christian worship, but there is nothing on Pentecostal elements - prophecy, healing, signs and wonders, speaking with tongues.







Sticky Note

Peter's alleged autocracy is a symptom not of disunity, but of a lack of democracy. 







Sticky Note

Tensions involving those who resisted the community's discipline, e.g. Ananias and Sapphira?












Sticky Note

proselytes (not 'prosyletes')



Sticky Note

Jesus is more powerful than David not because he is his descendant but because God has raised him from the dead.







Sticky Note

Other gifts of the Spirit - healing etc? 







Sticky Note

The Sadducees did not belong to the Christian community. 



Sticky Note

The Hebrew-Hellenist controversy?
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1. (a)	 Examine the worship practices of the early Christian community in Jerusalem. [30]


(b)	 ‘The early Christian community was a united community.’
Assess this view.	 [20]
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Q.2 (a) Examine Peter’s teaching on the resurrection in his sermons in the 
Book of Acts. [AO1 30] 


 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  (i) On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2.14-36) he proclaims that the leaders 


of the Jewish religion put Jesus to death, but God has raised him from 
the dead; this event is prophesised in Psalm 16:10 where, since David 
was obviously not speaking of himself, he must have been speaking of 
‘this Jesus, whom you crucified’.  Because God has raised Jesus from 
the dead, Jesus must be greater than David.  Indeed, David 
acknowledges this in Psalm 110:1, where he refers to Jesus as ‘my 
Lord’.  Therefore, the Jews should know ‘with certainty’ that God has 
made Jesus both Lord and Messiah. 


 
  (ii) In his sermon to Cornelius (Acts 10:4-43) he declares that God 


shows no partiality: he accepts anyone who fears him; the listeners 
know of Jesus’ ministry following the baptism of John; God had 
anointed him with the Holy - Spirit; he went about doing good and 
healing people; the Jews put him to death; God raised him up on the 
third day, and allowed him to appear to certain people; Jesus has 
commanded these people to testify that he is the one set aside by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead; all the prophets testify 
about him; everyone who believes in him received forgiveness of sins 
through his name. 


 
 (b) ‘Peter’s sermons in the Book of Acts were written by Luke.’ 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  For 


  Luke was writing at a time when it was common practice among historians to 
compose speeches and attribute them to others.  The speeches made in Acts 
by both Peter and Paul have a uniform structure: 


 
  (i) A direct address to the listeners. 
  (ii) A call for attention. 
  (iii) A quotation from scripture. 
  (iv) A proclamation of the life of Jesus. 
  (v) A scriptural proof of his messiahship. 
  (vi) A call to repentance. 
 
  The sermons could not have been recorded when they were delivered.  Luke 


was writing the standard apostolic sermon. 
 
  Against 
  The speeches make extensive allusion to the Old Testament, which does not 


reflect Luke’s usual literary style.  They are only summaries (see Acts 2:40 
‘and he testified with many other arguments’) but they use similar words and 
ideas to those in Peter’s epistles, e.g. Acts 3:6 quotes Peter as saying: ‘I have 
no silver or gold’; cf. 1 Peter 1:18, ‘not with perishable things like silver or 
gold’.  Peter was preaching the standard apostolic sermon. 
  
















Sticky Note

The point is that David recognises Jesus as Lord. Jesus must be greater than David because God has raised Jesus from the dead. 



Sticky Note

And as noted in the text itself.



Sticky Note

and elsewhere. Jesus' post-resurrection appearances?



Sticky Note

It is also alleged that God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit, that he went about doing good and that the Jews put him to death. 







Sticky Note

A partially adequate response, but there are omissions. 



Sticky Note

There seems to be a misunderstanding that Joel's prophecy is in the Book of Psalms.







Sticky Note

The argument here is somewhat unclear.



Sticky Note

The script is a B/A borderline script - good, but with some misunderstandings and omissions.
















Sticky Note

Almost all the candidates from this centre begin the last paragraph in section (b) with the words 'Critically speaking'!



Sticky Note

This is a C/B borderline script.



Sticky Note

The Second Adam motif is in I Corinthians 15. 



Sticky Note

The response is incomplete.



Sticky Note

The point about Jesus being greater than David is not properly understood.



Sticky Note

Uniform structure? Peter and Paul's speeches in Acts follow the same pattern. 



Sticky Note

There are several omissions in the argument - similar elements in the sermons (and in those of Paul) are not identified; there is nothing on Old Testament allusions or on the similarities with Peter's epistles.
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2. (a)	 Examine Peter’s teaching on the resurrection in his sermons in the Book of Acts.	 [30]


(b)	 ‘Peter’s sermons in the Book of Acts were written by Luke.’
Assess this view.	 [20]
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